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Q: What motivated you to initially get involved in CPC, and how did the program compare to your expectations? 

A: I joined the Chicago Product Council to engage in a more in-depth way with colleagues from the Chicago real estate 

community.  The Council’s allow the participants to go beyond traditional networking by engaging the group in discussions 

on relevant topics.  As a member you benefit from hearing different perspectives and ideas on the issues we all face.  I 

was surprised at how much I learned from the various group meetings and the deeper connections I was able to develop 

with my fellow council members. 

 

Q: Tell us about one of your favorite experiences from this past year’s program. 

A: In one of our group meetings we broke out into smaller sessions and discussed issues related to affordable housing 

and neighborhood gentrification.  Since we participant in the 10-person panel came from a different sector of real estate, it 

was an enlightening conversation where a variety of different perspectives were provided.  Not everyone agreed, so the 

dialogue on differing viewpoints was also very interesting. 

 

Q: This program is open to every ULI Chicago member in any industry category – how have you experienced and 

seen this as a benefit? 

A: For years I attended the breakfast meetings and would casually interact with people I would meet, possibly seeing 

them at the next meeting.  Those events are great for meeting people and listening to panel topics, but it’s really only a 

one-way conversation as an audience member.  I knew there was more to the ULI experience and ways that I could 

benefit from my membership.  Now having been on the Product Council, I realize a larger benefit of my membership and 

see much more value in the organization overall.  The program is also limited in its time commitment, so one can easily 

balance the participation with other obligations. 

 

Q: What can those considering applying for the CPC program look forward to for the 2018 year? 

A: Even though I was new in 2017, from what I understand the programs get better every year.  The group leaders solicit 

feedback after each meeting and are always trying to adjust the programming to provide the maximum value for the 

participants.  New participants will benefit from the continued refinement and the realized value will only get better from 

year to year. 


